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WH A T  I S  CL I M A T E  A N D  E N E R G Y  
J U S T I CE ?  

 
Energy and climate change are among the 

greates t challenges  w e f ace in the 2 1 s t centu ry.  
Climate and energy justice demands  that the 
v oices  of  w ork ers  and commu nities  on the 
f rontlines  – thos e mos t af f ected b y the p olicies  
u nder cons ideration – b e heard.   

 
O u r dep endence on f os s il f u els  comes  at a high 
p rice to ou r health,  ou r atmos p here,  and ou r 
economic and p olitical s trength.   W ork ers  and 
commu nity res idents  are contaminated,  inj u red,  
and k illed in the p roces s es  of  ex tracting and 
ref ining f os s il f u els .  I n f act,  more w ork ers  die in 
oil,  gas  and coal ex traction than in all other 
indu s tries  comb ined.   L ow -income,  p eop le of  color 
and I ndigenou s  P eop les  are af f ected ev en more 
than other p op u lations  b y f os s il f u el u s e.  
G ov ernments  are more lik ely to allow  p ollu ting 
f acilities  to b e p laced in or near p eop le of  color 
and p oor neighb orhoods  and les s  lik ely to enf orce 
law s  agains t p ollu ting thes e commu nities .   
 
T he imp acts  of  climate change dis p rop ortionately 
target p eop le of  color and low -income 
commu nities .  Economic hards hip s  f rom ris ing oil 
p rices ,  heat-related deaths ,  and higher air 
p ollu tion concentrations  all b u rden p eop le of  color,  
I ndigenou s ,  and low -income p eop le more than 
other p op u lations .  
 
 
W e mu s t b egin to w ean ou rs elv es  of f  ou r f os s il 
f u el addiction and inv es t in s ocially and 
env ironmentally s u s tainab le energy s ou rces ,  s u ch 
as  w ind,  s olar,  hydrop ow er,  and b iomas s .  

 
Climate and E nergy J ustice 
J u s t s w itching to alternativ e energy s ou rces  w ill 
not b e enou gh.  How the trans ition occu rs  is  of  
eq u al imp ortance.  F os s il f u el p ollu tion and climate 
change are direct res u lts  of  economic p olicies  that 
p u t p rof its  b ef ore ev erything els e and treat low -
income,  p eop le of  color,  w ork ers ,  and I ndigenou s  
commu nities  as  throw -aw ays .  T o achiev e a 
s u s tainab le f u tu re w e mu s t addres s  this  p attern 
of  ex p loitation and comp ens ate thos e w ho are 
mos t af f ected,  b oth w ith regard to climate change 
and climate and energy p olicies .  
 
W h at W ill J ustice Co st?  
S u cces s f u lly trans itioning to alternativ e energy 
s ou rces  s u ch as  w ind,  hydrop ow er,  and b iomas s  w ill 
cau s e p os itiv e rip p le ef f ects .  O n a large s cale,  
thes e p olicies  w ill help  p rev ent s ome of  the w ors t 
s cenarios  of  f u tu re rap id glob al climate change 
and f os s il f u el res ou rce w ars .  A dditionally,  
low ering carb on diox ide emis s ions  w ill imp rov e the 
health conditions  of  the millions  of  p eop le w ho 
s u f f er the ef f ects  of  air p ollu tion.  O v erall,  
s ev eral s tu dies  f ind that the health b enef its  of  
redu cing carb on emis s ions  eq u al the economic 
cos ts  of  redu cing emis s ions .  R enew ab le energy 
indu s tries  hav e the p otential to create millions  of  
j ob s ,  and w ill increas e national economic ou tp u t.  
 
 
H ow ev er,  there are cos ts  as s ociated w ith mak ing 
this  trans ition.  
 



 
 
 
W or k e r  C om p e n s a t i on  
W ork ers  in the f os s il f u el indu s tries  w ill los e j ob s  
f rom any p olicy that low ers  carb on emis s ions .  
M any p eop le w ho los e their j ob s  w ill lack  the s k ills  
and training to f ind w ell-p aying j ob s  in other 
indu s tries .  T o s of ten the b low  f or the mos t 
af f ected w ork ers ,  comp ens ation and training mu s t 
b e p rov ided.  
 
C om m u n i t y  R e d e v e l op m e n t  
I t is  not enou gh to comp ens ate the w ork ers  w ho 
los e their j ob s .   C limate-related j ob  los s es  af f ect 
entire commu nities .  Entire commu nities  – not j u s t 
the w ork ers  – s hou ld b e comp ens ated f or the los s  
of  their local economy.   C omp ens ation inclu des  
economic dev elop ment and j ob  creation res ou rces ,  
the rep lacement of  los t tax  rev enu e,  and the 
res ou rces  to reb u ild commu nity p hys ical and s ocial 
inf ras tru ctu re s u ch as  p u b lic s af ety,  roads ,  
w aterw ays ,  and b ridges ,  s chools  and lib raries ,  and 
s ocial s erv ices .  
 

T r a n s p or t a t i on  j u s t i c e  is  an imp ortant p art 
of  energy and climate j u s tice.   C u rrently,  the 
nation’ s  p oores t f amilies  s p end more than 4 0  
p ercent of  their tak e home p ay on trans p ortation.  
T rans p ortation j u s tice means  p u tting money into 
ef f ectiv e eq u itab le mas s  trans it s ys tems ,  
inv es ting in non-p ollu ting technology f or mas s  

trans it s ys tems ,  and changing the p attern of  
highw ay and b ridge dev elop ment.  I t is  imp ortant 
that increas ed p u b lic trans it does  not mean more 
dies el b u s es ,  w hich are a s ignif icant health 
p rob lem in inner-city areas .  T he p roces s  of  a J u s t 
trans p ortation s ys tem mu s t inclu de the 
p articip ation of  thos e w ho u s e it mos t.  B u s  riders  
p articip ation s hou ld b e am maj or f actor in 
dev elop ing a s u s tainab le trans p ortation s ys tem.  

 
I n addition to p u b lic trans it,  low -emis s ion 

p riv ate v ehicles  s u ch as  hyb rid cars  mu s t als o b e 
af f ordab le f or low -income,  I ndigenou s  P eop les ,  
and p eop le of  color commu nities  throu gh s liding-
s cale s u b s idies .  
 
C l e a n u p  C os t s  
T he legacies  of  the f os s il f u el economy w ill remain 
af ter w e hav e s w itched to other energy s ou rces .  
C ontaminated s tru ctu res ,  w ater,  and s oil w ill 
continu e to cau s e health p rob lems  in 
dis enf ranchis ed commu nities  long af ter the air has  
cleared.  T hey mu s t b e cleaned b ef ore they can b e 
conv erted to other u s es .   
 
Hu m a n  He a l t h  C os t s  
R edu cing air p ollu tion w ill s low  climate change,  
clean u p  the air w e b reathe,  and imp rov e ov erall 
health f or all liv ing things ,  s av ing b illions  in health 
cos ts .  I f  imp lemented in all areas ,  general air 
p ollu tion redu ctions  w ill b enef it low  income,  
I ndigenou s  P eop les ,  and p eop le of  color 
commu nities  ev en more,  s ince mos t p ollu ting 
f acilities  are located in thes e areas .  
 
 H ow ev er,  ev en if  w e s low  dow n ou r u s age 
of  f os s il f u els  and imp rov e the immediate air 
q u ality,  there s till w ill b e chronic health ef f ects  in 
p eop le w ho hav e b een ex p os ed to p ollu tants  either 
f rom the air or other means .  A s  long as  tox ins  
remain in the land,  w ater,  and f acilities ,  p eop le 
w ho liv e and w ork  in the area w ill b e contaminated.  
M any of  the health ef f ects  that res u lt f rom f os s il 
f u el contamination w ill tak e decades  to addres s :  
the oil w ork ers  w ho hav e b een hu rt on the j ob ,  the 
res idents  ou ts ide ref ineries  w ho hav e b ecome ill 
f rom v ap or releas es ,  the children b orn w ith b irth 
def ects  b ecau s e of  mercu ry f rom coal-f ired 
p ow er p lants ,  and s o on.  

T H E  T O T A L  CO S T  O F  A  J U S T  
T R A N S I T I O N  F R O M  T H E  CU R R E N T  
E CO N O M Y  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T  T O  
A  S U S T A I N A B L E  A N D  F A I R  
E CO N O M Y  A N D  E N V I R O N M E N T  
I N CL U D E S  T H E  CO S T  O F :  

 
W o r k e r  C o m p e n s a t i o n  

+ 
C o m m u n i t y  R e d e v e l o p m e n t  

+ 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  J u s t i c e  

+ 
C l e a n u p  C o s t s  

+ 
H u m a n  H e a l t h  C o s t s  

 



WH A T  I S  J U S T  T R A N S I T I O N ?  
“ J u s t T rans ition”  is  a p r i n c i p l e ,  a p r oc e s s  and a 
p r a c t i c e .   T he p rincip le of  j u s t trans ition is  that a 
healthy economy and a clean env ironment can and 
s hou ld co-ex is t.   T he p roces s  f or achiev ing this  
v is ion s hou ld b e a f air one that s hou ld not cos t 
w ork ers  or commu nity res idents  their health,  
env ironment,  j ob s ,  or economic as s ets .   A ny los s es  
s hou ld b e f airly comp ens ated.   A nd the p ractice of  
j u s t trans ition means  that the p eop le w ho are 
mos t af f ected b y p ollu tion – the f rontline w ork ers  
and the f enceline commu nities  – s hou ld b e in the 
leaders hip  of  craf ting p olicy s olu tions .  
 

T he J u s t T rans ition A lliance w as  f ormed in 
1 9 9 7 .  W e s eek  j u s t trans ition of  commu nities  and 
w ork ers  f rom u ns af e w ork p laces  and env ironments  
to healthy,  v iab le commu nities  w ith a s u s tainab le 
economy.  W e dev ote ou r p rimary res ou rces  to 
s trengthening f rontline and f enceline alliances  
w ith an eye tow ard b u ilding and creating 
alternativ es  to corp orate glob aliz ation that w ork  
f or p eop le on-the-grou nd.  
 

J ust T ransitio n P rincip les  
1 .   W ork ers ,  commu nity res idents ,  and I ndigenou s  
P eop les  arou nd the w orld hav e a f u ndamental 
hu man right to clean air,  w ater,  land,  and f ood in 
their w ork p laces ,  homes  and env ironment.   
 
2 .   T here is  no contradiction among s imu ltaneou s ly 
creating s u s tainab le dev elop ment,  hav ing a healthy 
economy and maintaining a clean and s af e 
env ironment.  
 
3 .   L ib eraliz ation of  env ironmental,  health and 
lab or law s  and corp orate glob aliz ation -- k now  no 
b orders .  T heref ore,  s olu tions  call f or local,  
regional,  national,  and glob al s olidarity.  
 
 

 
4 .  T he dev elop ment of  f air economic,  trade,  health 
and s af ety and env ironmental p olicies  mu s t inclu de 
b oth the f rontline w ork ers  and f enceline 
commu nities  mos t af f ected b y p ollu tion,  ecological 
damage and economic res tru ctu ring 
 
5 .  T he cos ts  of  achiev ing s u s tainab le dev elop ment,  
a healthy economy and clean env ironment s hou ld 
not b e b orne b y cu rrent or f u tu re v ictims  of  
env ironmental and economic inj u s tices  and u nf air 
f ree trade p olicies .  
 
6 .   W ork ers  and commu nity res idents  hav e the 
right to challenge any entity that commits  
economic and/ or env ironmental inj u s tices .   T hes e 
entities  inclu de gov ernments ,  the military,  
corp orations ,  international b odies ,  and mechanis ms  
f or s ecu ring corp orate accou ntab ility.  
 

J T A  has  dev elop ed a climate j u s tice 
cu rricu lu m f or w ork ers  and commu nity 
organiz ations  to edu cate and mob iliz e p eop le 
arou nd the is s u e of  climate j u s tice.  
 
F o r mo re inf o rmatio n co ntact:   
J os e T .  B rav o,  Ex ecu tiv e D irector 
J u s t T rans ition A lliance 
2 4 3 4  S ou thp ort W ay,  S u ite D  
N ational C ity,  C A   9 1 9 5 0  
6 1 9 -4 7 4 -4 0 0 1  
j u s ttrans ition@ s b cglob al. net 
w w w . j talliance. org 
 
J enice L .  V iew ,  Edu cation and T raining D irector 
J u s t T rans ition A lliance 
1 3 2 8  U  S treet,  N W   S u ite 3 E 
W as hington,  D C   2 0 0 0 9  
2 0 2 -5 8 8 -1 8 5 0  
j u s ttrans ition@ aol. com 
w w w . j talliance. org

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How You Can Support Just Transition and Climate Justice 
(1) Be an ally to organized labor, Indigenous Peoples, and people of color environmental justice organizations through your 
political work and financial contributions;  
 
(2) Demand that both workers and community residents participate in policy making boards, commissions, and coalitions, 
especially when the issues relate to energy, climate change, transportation, and environmental health; and  
 
(3) Include “just transition” language in all environmental and economic policies, as well as provisions for compensating for 
health, environmental, or job losses. 
 


